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CONFIDENTIAL 4582 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT UR 

SUBJECT: LEADERSHIP TIDBITS: BREZHNEV'S HEALTH, STATUS OF USTINOV 
AND KATUSHEV 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 4397, (B) STATE 62686 

1 . BREZHNEV WAS SHOWN ON SOVIET TELEVISION APRIL 4 DURING 
THE FILMED ARRIVAL AT VNUKOVO AIRPORT OF FIDEL CASTRO 
THAT DAY. BREZHNEV'S FACE SEEMED LESS SWOLLEN THAN WAS 
THE CASE WHEN HE MET WITH THE SECRETARY MARCH 30, ALTHOUGH 
THERE APPEARED TO BE AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT OF FLESH UNDER HIS 
JAW, AND THE FLESH ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF HIS FACE APPEARED 

TO BE DEEPLY LINED AND SAGGING. AS WAS THE CASE DURING 

HIS MARCH 30 APPEARANCE. BREZHNEV'S HAIR SEEMED MORE GREY THAN 

USUAL. HIS GAIT DID NOT SEEM ABNORMAL, ALTHOUGH AS 

HE WALKED HIS UPPER TORSO SWAYED FROM SIDE TO SIDE MORE 

MARKEDLY THAN WE HAVE RECENTLY NOTICED. HIS VOICE WAS 
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NOT CARRIED DURING THE TELECAST. 

2. ON USTINOV'S STATUS (STATE 62686) WE RECENTLY ASKED 
OLEG SOKOLOV, CHIEF OF INTERNATIONAL SECTION, USA DIVISION, 

MFA, IF USTINOV WERE STILL IN THE SECRETARIAT. 

SOKOLOV REPLIED, WITHOUT HESITATION, THAT USTINOV WAS 
STILL A CC SECRETARY. WE SHALL MAKE FURTHER INQUIRIES 
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AS APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITIES ARISE. 

3. OUR EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES SEEM 
DIVIDED REGARDING KATUSHEV'S PRESENT STANDING IN THE 
LEADERSHIP. THE ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR TELLS US HE IS INCLINED TO SEE 
KATUSHEV'S RECENT MOVE AS A PROMOTION. A POLISH DIPLOMAT TOLD 

US HE THOUGHT KATUSHEV'S APPOINTMENT AS CEMA REPRESENTATIVE 
AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MARKED 
A PROMOTION, AND THAT KATUSHEV PROBABLY WOULD BECOME A 
CANDIDATE POLITBURO MEMBER IF HIS NEW CEMA POSITION 
MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DEVOTE THE NECESSARY TIME 
TO HIS CC SECRRETARIAT DUTIES. WE HAD ALSO HEARD SPECU- 
LATION THAT CC DEPARTMENT HEAD AND CLOSE BREZHNEV ALLY 
K.V. RUSAKOV IS SLATED TO REPLACE KATUSHEV IN THE 
SECRETARIAT (THIS RUMOR MAY BE BASED ON FACT THAT 
RUSAKOV WAS ONLY SOVIET OFFICIAL TO SIT INON BREZHNEV'S 
MARCH 17 MEETING WITH POLISH POLITBURO MEMBER AND CC 
SECRETARY OLSZOWSKI). 

4. KULAKOV'S IMAGE WAS BROADENED A BIT BY HIS HEADING 
THE LIST (AS GIVEN IN PRAVDA MARCH 25) OF SENIOR PARTY 
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO ADDRESSED STUDENTS OF THE 
HIGHER PARTY SCHOOL. 

5. FINALLY, GIVEN THE FACT THAT GROMYKO'S HEALTH 
CURRENTLY SEEMS EXCELLENT, WE WERE SOMEWHAT SUR- 
PRISED WHEN THIS PERSONAL PHYSICIAN, A DR KULAKOV, 

TURNED UP UNANNOUNCED AT THE SECRETARY'S MARCH 30 
LUNCHEON FOR GROMYKO. 
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